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Deer Dlok, 

It you had written m when you "mt shed oat” to buy FBAME-OF, I d haw* 
been saved tbs trouble of packaging it and taking it to the pest office and 
Abe coat of postage and insurance* Ic Act, if at aqy tine daring the past 
three years, since they remnfcered our rural routes and I notified everyone, 
you had changed your record of wr address, your k/l aright have reached m 
is tone to save this needless burden, When one has m m, slight ones 
assume importances they othend.se would sot have* Ton tary retorts toe bock 
1 sent you. 



ihe other things in your letter arc quite interesting* I have had a 
different interest than you la the sketch, end I have not loot it. There 
was wore in the draft of the beck, but I'w satisfied it Is enoae toe 
things that space alone required editt«« out. Bor is it alone what as you 
now knew Newcomb first discovered in it (and 1 rare the FBI), Fbr the neat, 
with the ipesp o Baf t i ll ty with which sons of these things aaraged to gat 
treated, I ■ keeping the reason entirely to syseif* However, I worses t that 
you reread what you wrote and see if you can escape the captivity of your 
preconception and in aglhe if it oeuld be other than an alleged connection 
with the JFK assassination tost oeuld hare to surprised %Le, Which is not 
to say that this alone would not have and should not have. 

Bid you get fros %Le spy kind of Identification of the three worsen 
he said had seen Ray and Raoul together, Many people wist have, in different 
places? Bid you get ary kind of description of anoclT I also have no doubt 
that there is e "Seoul*, Sor is there ary doubt that ^st of whet Bqy told 
^hAe if correct* Be aerely e arn ed nrile into hoed toe ireelevent and visaing 
the relevant* Of the latter, j SeLs bed to have been aware. I»d appreciate 
copies of your and Trents' notes on your see tings with ^orfe. I*d heard of 
thaw at the tine, but no wore* 



I will sate tod for tbs tone transcript. But having wide a study cf his 
writing nobody else has end having been with hi* when he lost his cool, l»d 
else like to hear It, if you can spare e dub* It is unf ortuna t e that there 
is so little collaboration whan there earn be. At that tine, tots information 
could have neaut other things if I'd hud it. If yen did not know 1 had written 
part of a book end was ru s tri n g ahead, Trent did* But even toe clippings free 
C a nad a, intended for ell of us, I was nsvwr told about, save by the was who 
gave then for this purpose* After the book is published, when all I do on 
this comes free other writing I should be doing, la hardly the moat useful 
tine* tod suppose I'd had that to include in the bpok? WLth whet X had on 
"ule, not by e*y naans all of which la in toe bock, can you laaglne hew 
helpful It could have been? 



Pi ck , whether you believe se or not, your strong and inflexible 
preconceptions color evexythiiq^. Let ua give you an example: After Jfarcwn 
showed Bay the pictures and the sketch "He Ray would not indwtiiy 
Frencly as annul*. Suppose he cafld not, hew would you have put it? tod 
how do you km car he could and voaSjf not? I'* net going to 9gfce any farther 
effort to argue with yen about, either the sketch or the rd-c torc s or the 

thrt JW «l*ht drtMt j»u «U1 not b* abl« to. 




Let me proroee a slaple thing to yen. I have told yea that I now know 
■ore about the sic etch, Including its origins, and that I** not going to tell 
you liiat it Is. Wty don't you tell as what you know about it, including the 
date of origin, and I will tall you if that is correct, or if ary part of 
it is. s is separate from the striking resmblances in the picture. 

Also, please understand that I an not saying there is no significance 
in either the skatah or the ressnhI*nm,HKrt I an mggsstlng that you are 
00 «och the captive of a pro co n c ^ptl ofl tbc M^ter of variations of which X 
do not believe you bow recall, each of which you aregued with equal f error, 
that you axe incapable of seeing anything else* Including what sight be 
■cue Important and sake what there can be in the essence of year agnmeot 
■uch better than you have or can. Ttnr for wnt a t ioa cannot survive except 
in your own nind. 



ion can’t be right about the sketch and picture* taming Fcremn around, 
for he never went in but the am (directlm. There ia no indication he ever 
intended other than he wound up doing. He m new conducted aiy investigation, 
M never intended to. The obvious things he could bare done with no were 
than a letter or a phone call he didn't do. Sale did turn around, but again, 
net because of the sketch, etc. What choice did be have? He mat nothing of 
sxy value from Ray. He get nothing of axy value on Ms own. He did no work 
in I got enough for a book there in a week, and it ms by far the 

easiest work of that kind I’ve ever done, like ripe fruit dropping into the 
habd. And he was latched to a contract. So had to bullshit it through. Bat 
even here yen wdLsreed It* He has not mid there absolutely was no conspiracy. 
Quite the contrary, ta a ori fa a r ay line about a little conspiracy being like a 
little pregnawy? He bcd.lt what he can txy and use a* an escape hatch. 



lour opinion that Foreaan and tt uie both know "the truth about both 
assassination" I cannot credit. Scar could tide cceddnation of skecth and 
pictures do it, nor could dark. What wakes you think Hoover saw either? 

Or that anybody who eight knew trusted Clark with the knolwadge? It way 
be beyond your willingness to believe, but Seevwr hates dark even wore than 
Clerk betas **■, with a blind pasMcc. And when be hates, he reaches msr 
iMA fifrfe., Be wobldn't even talk to Bobby for the last six noutha of “ebty’s 
tenure as A.Q., and Bobty was Ids boas. 



You ask, Yfou «taa can ybu explain wbat Foremn said and did when he 

showed Ray those photos"? It would be belpftO, if you intend eu answer, to 

tall m a) what Foreaan said and dJLd* b) hew you knwrj and a) when it happened. 
Wbat do you have on this aside frow strong desire to believe M»*t you think? 



- Bow 1 believe you when you say Hate ms frightened cut of Ms skin. It 
is partly this pert tact I an anxious to beer, I meat ta get Me reactions ta 
specific things for syself. HLs reaction Is, In V cplaitm, other «m» as ym 
describe it, "abnomal’*. I can tfairie of quite nomal reasons for that r e ac t ion, 
cm being the less of hie reputation (haring nothing to d with sketch sr fix), 
another is the Ices of waxy another the certainty his book would 

tab and the feeling he had to write it, which bed to gall M*» taut were? 
tall, instead of this great lose, he expected a greater profit. Forewarn 
estimated Ms share begin ing with about a half wlllion. Heed were than that? 

I agree that Forman did a coapletaiqy abaomel thing. If you didn t have 
year eyes peeled for proof of the lupceaibla, you'd realise that 1 aade a 
great and lebaorate point of precisely this. 
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• Pros this you spring to the entirely unsupported allegation that 
Foreman was frightened. x s« do not even present a^ eoa>ctore^oo this. • ton 
Mcy Hale was, end from tide you talc* for granted that if ifefte nasscarad and 
for tte reason yea «nt believed, tbereffcre, For««an 

the sane rcson. Wat evidence do yea hare that Foreaim was sceredj re^r^aes 
of whatever he was scared of? And than tell me what he was scared of Md wfcy? 
ftwi ^ knowledge of his entire career, I know of only at* occasion he was 
scared, and I have an eyewitness aoooumt. It was vary recent. It ma 3/W »*• 

Where yon go fro* here X shudder to think of addressing, bnt I'd n ot 
be roar friend if I didn't try* And r member, you bare created t mprvrm 
reasons for hate's fright and no evidence at all of Foramen s* " The only power 
strong enough to scare both of then that such is the sews power t hat wi ned 
Garrison and that has controlled the news media on this wbjeo* tfarrogfa the 
rears*" i'o t ak a the easier part first, the news sedia needed no controlling. 

They did it a f wa it s na o u s ly . They didn't hare to ^ « 0 ®J pon *J» 
th*y did cm Moreover, the Sew 

efforts, thwarted bar Incompetence from within (pins a bit of sabotage ty two 
of the crew on the Second one) and the FBI's telling everyone to keep quiet. 

How I regret to tell the Wksfck unbelieving and the unwilling to believe 
that the power that ruined Garrison was Gar risen, ©body needed to Uft a 
flmer to thwart hi*. He needed no help. There is no reason to believe Boalqr 
ev!TLd a m connection with the CXA, that be was other than side, and I «• 
there, very much there, as 2nd can tell you, when Ji* mad* up the «3Ma that 
Bnw a top CIA man sent to penstrats him. That wasjim 8 
am ffcce, a normal desire. Ae fto as Bethsll is ooowr^d^ beainrdng a yeer 
and a tmlf earlier, for entirely different reasons, I tried to warn £.* 
against a si so did soue of Ms staff. He Just wouldn't listen, *•**• 
that mrti|ne f that readers fact irwJ«wA. Harm, l knew tefers "* iJajL 
began that he had to lose and the reasons were so clear 1 predicted then to ^ _ 
thTlawers the Sonday before the Jury selection be^ Their method of handOL^fe 
t e CKM «nd their doctrine gaaranteed it, *©u have no ides bow wb^ L^SL 
helz> prepare that ease aa i what I Ms able to arrange by way at help : In 
with technical experts, etc. I’ll never recapture *hat 1 
1-/68 cost as. In money or in health. I was la H; 0 * ” * 1 lel ^r W 

there font the trial and refused to return except under specified 
Bad can a^flm all of this to yen. He was there and was aaeng those wto dij# t 
believe I meant it. I‘a not making any of this up. It is, *■ 
understated, Sweet worse is true in other areas. What they had they ditto t 
SdSto't know how to use. leu haven't the remotest _idea of what Ji» 
of you nice, pleasant, aoffc-apealdng gjys went down there a nd fa ? , kt f_ wh ^: 
sincervOy believed bat what was plain shit, then ha jot to on th^, 

Mb. tt !»<* to TOO, you Jll to* “ SJS^J “ J? 

you believed he had proven when it -as ncaMaistoat, aac. sooath^e ooeo a 
other than tragedy. Gid it ever occur to ary of you that he abould have been 
investigating in Hew Orleans, and that be did noth^feere? Iidn t this 
©ecar to you wen after the disester? So far as i know, I did the only real 
invMtiaating in Hew Orleaaa. Bo never aver asked for the TV footage. I got 
S^S^hen 8 I asked Hoo to get the stills, which they never did, and toidbiii 
hw. they turned this over to Tamer, got a very poor AspVLomki 
I already had-bat not one of the missing stills. Even afteraasso s testomsy# 
they never asked the papers for the pictures of th<: wharf dedication. I got 
that,too, with no sweat. 





It got so bad, 1 bad to stop giving Jin argrthing becau se he never ^ 
Inspected anybody's rights and would iwiediately • wtwlosala 
That was morally wrong enough, thereel trouble was it ^ 

the wrong hands and inevitably lost Its •»**». It ou,jht be ® ln ^ s 
tlwt non-top blabbing it abreys got back to the wrong people* W !*J^ 
no prdW^Btawwinfi 1 * at they led to defend against, ftwa when I i * t S.“ ch 
S«Se^d in^ case S danger to get J«r te« andgaje it Section, 

other than Mm, other than Bothell, with the strletest^^tfagroed i g w#c11 ® a 
against aeybocfcr seeing it, <3i% personally, gave ti. e one feeding 

wm but the shortest tttw before the wrong people, those Involved, were xeeouag 

it beck to me. 

Verging this way, one couldn’t even take the subway l 

And now he is a dog la the manger. If you don’t believe a e* ai * 

I still Jia is one of the most personable wen I’ve wer net, with case 

of the best s&nda, and without doubt is one of the cowry's best wri ters. 

St I don’t like to kid ayself, and what I saw and lived through is quite 
real. I live no fictions and I seek none. 

• I had heavy nail today. I respond $o yonr letter fiferst, realising it 
is undoubtedly e futility, in en effort to ^through to you, tob^7“ 
from living a futility on this, so that y«*i sight at least ask yourself a 
3T^£S£ Sdb. on this subject as stable and ****** nsyan uryon 

*rh«ra ie nothin?' in the past to encourage me, there is nothing in 
ttfbr*?© if I succeed, so I do hope you will at least doso^ S^S^in* 
and begin to apply to this subject what you apply to _ the other: “* 
life- At sofse point, because you have the intelligence you do, the 
8S S^.^SSJK, •«? th. Ut.r it «««> the h»*r it .ill he.«*“ 
Sat ^ iUl r«li » ttat yt* her. b«» pniw roads to hall, es I «ro*. 
Berkeley, and you will not be happy. 

If you take offense, I«» sorry. I do not intend it. But if yw j° ®t 
escape the dream world you have created, great pain awaits you, an. that I 
would, to the degree possible# seek to avoid. 

What you safest baa considoruble ^tent^valne^i f it 
than wher-i you think, I am very glad to know about if, ev« if too lata for 
the best sue. Perhaps we can still aeccwplsuh something with it. 

I have at several points invoked Bud's name, Ms witness to what he 
saw and heard. I’ll give hi* a copy. 

Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 




